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About this record

The volume contains papers regarding the Assyrian Crisis in Iraq during 1933. It primarily consists of
correspondence between HM Ambassador to Iraq (Sir Francis Humphrys), HM Chargé d’Affaires to Iraq (George
Ogilvie-Forbes), and the Foreign Office.

The papers document the negotiations between Mar Shimun XXIII Eshai – the Patriarch of the Church of the East
– and the Government of Iraq, regarding: the spiritual and temporal authority claimed by the Mar Shimun; the
Assyrian Settlement Scheme; areas designated for settlement; and clashes between Assyrians, Iraqis and Kurds.

Ogilvie-Forbes and Humphrys reported on the movement of Assyrians into Syria, requests to the Syrian and
French authorities that they be allowed to remain, proposals to disarm the group, and clashes with Iraqi
troops when numbers of Assyrians returned to Iraq. The papers also document the proposed arrest or exile of
the Mar Shimun by the Government of Iraq, and the volume also contains copies of letters exchanged by the Mar
Shimun, the Iraqi Interior Ministry, and King Faisal.

The papers document the worsening crisis, including reports of looting and village burning at Dohuk [Dahūk],
the murder of Assyrian prisoners by Iraqi armed forces led by Bakr Sidqi, and the Simele Massacre of August
1933. These papers include reports submitted by the Head of the British Military Mission in Iraq (Major
General Rowan Robinson), the Administrative Inspector at Mosul (Colonel R S Stafford), and Major D B Thomson
of the Assyrian Settlement Office. The file concludes with reports on the Simele Massacre, arrangements for
the arrival of Mar Shimun and his family in Cyprus, the work of the Refugee Relief Commission in Mosul and
Dohuk, and the establishment by the League of Nations of a Small Minorities Commission to investigate the
crisis.

The volume includes a divider which gives a list of correspondence references contained in the volume by year.
This is placed at the end of the correspondence (folio 1).
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