iconfidential.
- ContlCRAb 8L,

Geneva, llareh 1Lth, 1922,

PORIANZNT LIANDATAS CCIII3SICH.

Ietter,duted llerch 11th, 1332, from the Governme:r

of Zrest Zritain, trensmitting e wetition dated
Cetober 25rd, 1981, from His <sasititude the liar Shimun
and otiers, snd s petition datad October 20tk,1951,
from representstives of the .ssyrians in Irsq, aind
also & memerendum (with Zppendix) cmteining the
obssrvatiosns oi the Zoverament of Greet Eritzin on

the cetitions.

Topndon, 11th Iesrch, 1u32.

Io the s6cietary-Tensral.

cu direetad by ls e jesty's rrineizel 3ecretexry
of 3tets for Toreign Af virs to ftrinscit to you heiewith, in

originall}

, & nefition in the -segyrisn lergueps sdiressed by Ids
Bestituds the i.ar shimun on benslf of tine .ssjyritns of Irag to
the Cheirmen of the Permenent li«xidetss Comuission,together with
2n Tnglish tracslation provided by the petitionsr and two copies
0f & memorendum contasining t 2 observetions of His lajesty's
Government in the United Linmgdom on ;ha netition.

2. I am to regquest thet you will be good enough to com-
Muicete these dccuments to the  ermanseut Liendstes Commission.

(Signed) C.W.DAXTIE.

Note by the Zecreteriet. 1) The originel in Lrabic has been
dspesited in the archives of the secrotariat.
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LITORAT TRANSLATION.

itsal, Letober ZErd, 1931.

His Imesllencey,
the Chelirmen of the llzrdete’s Comnission,
to the Tesmpus of lieticns.
fEZNIZ VA

Refersnce the ettached documsnt I beg %o inform
your Ixcelleney. The Ascyrian netion which is {smpcrarily living
in 'Traq, having placed before their eyes the dsrk futurse, and
the miserable conditicons, which ere undoubtedly weilting to
mast them in 'Irsaq, affhier thse withdrawsl of the llendasis, thsy
unanimously held & conference with me in Yosul, on the
20th Qetober, 1¢231. In this conference wexs present the
temworal end spirituel lesders of the . wayrian _etion vs a .
whole, as the ebove rzleted document ohews the uamss tlereol,
and ths future cordition was .ic8t fnliy discoursed on the two
following points - (Can we live iu "Irag, or not?) tn ths
conelusion of & very lon: discuscion, it wes unenimously
decidsd by &ll the masbers that it is iupossible for us to
live in 'Irsgq, and the will of all the members wese entrusted
to ms, through the s2id document sigued by them thet I mey
work through any wey that I mey deem possible for the immigration

of the Agsyriens out of '"Iraq. This being so, I. with the

the Assyrian Nation, submit before your Commission our Hetion®s




pumble reguest, which in centurias past numbered in millions,
put owing to the numsrous persecutions and massecros thet
gurrounded us, we ers now r¢duced to & very small numbsr. And

pp to ths present we hevs preserved our langusge and our foith
throughout &11 the ersecutions and messsc:es that have befalien
ug. The ne=xy psst condition of cur nation has been fully made
imovm to you, through the Of-icisl worzeis ol our NWetion. This
_bei.g 50, V8 do net se= it nwcesswry 1o rzlate every condition

in detoil, dul we &re jozitively sure thet if we remein in 'Irsq,
in a fTew years tilis we shall bte wipsed out of existenca. This
being so, we implore jour mere;, To tage ecre of us, and inndigrats
us to cne of ths countriss undexr ths rule ol cue of the Yestsrn
~ctiong any of wrich you mey deem proper. 4And if this is not
possible, thet you may rsquset the “rench Government to accept

us in Iyria, snd tekse us under its responsibllity, becsuss we

cen no longer live in "Iraa, &nd we will leave.

Copy to:-

His Zxecellsney,
the Figh Commizszioner in *Traq.
His m=xoellengy thas Toreign liinister,
LONDOUN,

Brgiand.

&d. Lshai Jhimum,
by the Orace of God, Add: Eis Beatitude jiar sihimun,ate.
Catholicns zetriarch,

of tha Jeet.

Yoseph Khmenishu, letropclitan.
Zig Ssrpis by Grace, -—ishop.
FHOSHABA. 1. YCSZITE.

ZIA, 1. SHAMIZDIU.

MALIY AUDRIWS €7 J3IU.

VATIR LARCSII.

MALIK ¥HNANU 0F TIHCCIA.

VAL IZ RHAIQ CP 2:i%.

MALIK ISLAZI 0P UREIR TIARY.




togul, Cctober 20th, 1031.

de the Chiefs avd representetives of ths Tribes of
the fAssyrian Netion, thet our nemse er: under-mentionsd, having
-considered the future of our Nation in 'Iraq, we gathered
wenimously to Mosul, to His Zeatitude lier Shimen retriarch.

Faving rully discusszed the said cass, we came o

decide thet our liviug in "Irag, zifer the witidiswsl of ihe
Great 3ritain’s llamdate, is impoesibls.

This beiung so, wie regquested the ratrisrck, es tule
ead of our letion, fo strupols in every wey thet he may desn
possibvls, for the fulfilmeni of cur ubove relsted decimion,
thet is 1o ssy immizrate us out of tnis country. ‘nd in thke
afiirmetion of our decision we &1e heieby ettecling our

siznetures.
SIGHATORIZS.

YOBS2TH KHNANTISHC, IRTRCPOTITAN.
ZI4 SARGIS, by the Brazce of God,_ ishop.
IATIK ADRZWS, 07 J.IIU.

FALIE NIMRUD, OF J3LU.

VALTX XHMANU, °F DEROCIIA.

SHIMUN BARIHISHU.

5I4 CDI3HU.

RAYZES ODISHU COF RULITEA.

SULMK: 02 BCHTAN.

SEALESHA TALYA,

STALASEA SAIPC.

DIREHA B.CUS.

RIVD. POCLA AHCIDBACCH GF ASEIDA.
BIKU Ra¥Es 6817,

RTS8 JAJSU HORIIZ

FH1.15 SHIBUN.

. CUS LIJASS.
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SIGNATCRIZS (Contd.)

SHIMUN MOOSHI

YCSZIPH ADALL

1A LIK YOKHANAN COF TIHOCMA.
MALIK WARDA OF DIZEN.
HALIK DAVID.

LIAXSUT LAWANDU.

SHAICASHA SELILUN OF GUNDICTA.
R2VD, SAHDA.

SHIXHU ISPINDIAR.

RAY3ZS SHINU OF UPFER TIARY.
RAYES WARDA, CF SIMELI.
SAWA OF TAAL. ’
RAYZS ATHNIEL.

LATIX LHALO, CF BAZ.

MALIZ ISLASL, OF UPKIR TIARY
21 SUALIZDIN.

DAVID IHCSHABA.

1L LI MAROGII.

RAYZ3 HAROCK.

HARCCH SHIITUN.

TInA ISHU.

YONAN I'ALIK GIWRGIS.

SC0RU ZUBBU.

SHAMASHA ISEU.

RAYZ3 NISSAN YAIDA.

RAYS DINKHA OF SADT.
SHAMASHA ISRAZI OF ZAWITA.
SHAMASFA GANDALU.



YEMORANDUM

of observetions by Hig Mejesty®s Government
3 £

in the Tmited Kingdom ¢f Grest EBritein snd

Northern Irelend on the petition suhmitted

by representatives of the Asgyriensg in Ireg

dated the 20th of Qctober, 1321, &nd on the

lztter from His Beatitude the Mer Shimun and

o

others deted the 23rd of October, 1921, with

which the atove petition was forwzeded to

the Choirman of the Permenent Mandates Commission.

L. Nobes ere sttached in an sppendix on the identity
of the signetories to the petition.

Rie It weg rzported in October, 1931, by the
ldminigtrstive Inspector, losul, thet His Beatitude the

Mar Shimun hed summoned & rweeting of /reyrian Bishops and
Malikg in Mosul, The discussions were secret e#nd no
informetion on the subject waz communicseted to the
ldminiastretive Inspector by His Bestitude, A4t the seme

time there wes wide-gpresd talk of emigration smeng the
Aesyrians. The zdministrative Inzpector concluded his
report with the stetement thet the Iutaszarrif had personzlly
inetructed the oimmegems of Dohuk and Zekho to do their
best fo convince the - ssyrians of the %overnrent's zood
intentions towards them but that he (the -drinistrative
Inspector) feared th + litile zood would result sc long és
Hig Hertifude the lier Shimun persisted in esgiteting in
Mosul. It remzins to observe that, vherecs the letter
forwsrding the petition wss dried £ rd October, 1931, and was

marked "erpy te Hig Wxcellency the High Commirsioner in




~ 9
Iraq", no ceopy wae received by the High Compiesioner
until November Z6th, efter the petitionm rad been published

% %

in the Iress,

% L£s regerds the text of tre petition and the
zocompenying letter, no specifiec cherges or grievancea Bre
reclited. The two documents merely record the epinion of

the signétories thet it will Ye imposeible far the

iseyriens to remain in Irag &fter the termination of the
mandate., The letter further appesls to the Dermenent
Tendetes Commicsion to errange for the emigration of the
“reyrians to &8 country unfer the rule of one of the western
nstions or, failing this, to ayris.

4. In regard to the suggestion thet the i egyriens
should emigrete %o 2 weetern stste or %o iyria, Eis

Yejeety's Sovernment can only observe that, if the French
“overnment or &ny other “uropesn Jovernmment could ocffer
com.gct accommodetion in suiteble hill-country for the
Lesyrien nation in Syria or elsewhere and were vrepgred to
finence their transport thither, and to gusrentes them

such permenent conditions &s would reke it worth their

while to emigrets En waese, ncither Hig liajesty's Government
nor the Iraqi Gove-nment, if the ‘ssyriens themwselves

desired to accept the offer, would feel Juetified 1in opposing
their wishes, in epite of the undoubted lose to the Stete of
Iraq, which would be involved. 3Such a contingency however

seems so remote that Fles ligjesty’'s Cove nment have not

considerad thet any usefl purnose would be servad by their
@prproaching the Freneh Zovernment or gny other Tovernment

in the matter. It is understood thet such vecent lande as
g8re &vaileble in “yrie are being settled with srmenizn

refugees and thet in eny cace no mountsin villeges such &s




the ..ssyrians have been sccustomed to inhabit would be

aveilable for settlement.

5. In view of the very full consideration which not

only the Permanent u:&ndates Commiseion, but also the

gouncil of the Iesgue of Nations have already glven to the
position of the Lssyrians in Iraq, His Majesty's Government

do not prupose ta comrent furtker on the thesls that 1%

will be impossitle for the 4ssyriens to remein in Irag

after the terminetion of the mandete. It is suffieient to

refer to the reply which the Permanent Mandetes Commlsgsion

during theilr 20th Sesaionil)augrested should be returned by

the Council of the Lesgue t¢ Captain Hormuzd Lassam's

petition, namely that the League of Nations will continue

to enpure thati the rights of the minorities are respected,

with a1l the greater zeal and sympathy if it is convinced

thet these minorities are loyelly contributing to the

sedurity and prosperity of the State of Iraq. His Mejesty's
Government regret thet His heatitude the ler Shimun and

the other signatories should have submitted 2t this juncture

8 petition which suggests that the ~ssyrians are not disposed

to make their contridbution tp the seourity &nd prosperity of

the “tate of Irag. KEie Majesty's Government feel confident
however that, as soon @s the Assyrians are convinced that the
visions, in which they have been enooursged to put their faith,
of ®n sutonomous lLsesyrien State within Ireg or of wholesale
Lssyrian emigration elsewhere are impossible of reelisation, they
will become & most useful section of the Iragi nation. It is there-
fore, in the opinion of His Majesty's Govermment, in the begt
interests both of the Iragqi Government and of the ‘peyrigns them
selves that sueh visions should be finally dispelled at the

gerliest possible moment.

¥ote by the Zecretariat:

LT -
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5.

4.

APEENDIX,

JOSEPH KHANAWISHU,

714 SERGIS.
MATLIK ANDREUS.
MALIK NIMRUD.

MALTX EMANANU.

SHIMUN BARKISHU,
ZIA AUDISHU,
AUDISHU,

SUTAKL

CHALASHE TATYA,
SHAMASEL SAIFPOQ,
DINKAA BAIUS,
TOMA .

BUKU,

RAST JAJJU HORMIZD.
KHAMIS SHIMUN,
BACUS AIWAZ.
SEIIUN MUSEI.
YOSEPH ADAM,
MALIK TUEHANAN,
MATIK WERDA,
MATLIX DAVID,
MAKSUT TA“ANTU,
SHAMASHA SHLINUN,
QASHA SADHA,
SHIKHU,

RATS SHINU.

g =

Metropoliten of SHAMSDIN,

Hepresents the gweep of
villeges eround NERT,
living in F/RIE,

Eishop of 61107,

Precent Malik of JIIU.

Who held the Malikship before

Ko, 3.

An Officer of the 2nd ..ssyrisu
The present Malik.

Battelion.
Rays of ZERNZ,
Raig of ASHITHA,
z2ig of RUMTHL,
Of EAHTLN,

Baid of LYCGIPRA,

Scn of former neig of L'GIPRA,

Towey Tigxi.

Lrchdeaccen of LZHITHE,
Tisyi,

Son of kais OSHANA o»f ASHITHA,

ASHITHA,

Lower Tiari.

Lower Tieri.

Net knovm,

Not knovn,

Former Melik of THKHUMA,
Mzlid of DIZ,

Former Malik of THHUMA,
Lower Tisrl (Feis).
Deaceon THITULIL,

Priect, TIZIUIIA,

0f DIZ,

Raig of Upper TIARI.

Yod

Lower Tizrl.

Tower Tiari.

Lower Tiari.



28.
29.
30.
31.
32,

23,
4.

5.
6.
37.
33.
39,
0.
41.

42,
43,

44,

45,

-~ 10 -

RAIS WERDA.
SLVA,

ATRIZEL,

MALIK KHANU,
MATIK ISHAITL,

ZIA SHAISDIN.
D4LVID YHCSHARA,

MATLIK MAROGIL.

RAIS HARUN.

HARUN SHIMUN.

LIRA ISHU.

YOWAN ALIXK GIWIRGIS,
SORA BUBRU,

SHAMASHA ISHU,

RAIS NISAN YLIDA,
RAIS DINEFA.
SHAVASHA ISRLEL,

SHAMASHA GANDAIU.

Of BETWAR (JULAITETX).

Reis of TAL.

Rals of LIWAN {Upper TIAHI).
Malik of BAZ,

Of Upper TIARI, Chief of the
Maliks,

Ton of M21ik of SALABEKAN.

Son of Malik KHOSHAEBA of
Lower Tiari,

ALBEK nesr BASHKAIA,
Not known,
Kot known.
of JIIU.
TEHUMA .,
Yot known.

Chisef of IYAL (Mar ;ishu
group). Uncle of MLR SHIMNUN.

DIZ. .
SAT near ORATAR,
Deacon of ZAVITHA, Tawer

Tiars .

Kot known.




