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cations from the Assyriun population ferwardsd
eetion with the termination of the mandatory
in Irug and referred to in the Council decision

rember 24th, 19352.

INION OF THE -PERANENT iIaNDATES COLLIISSICH.

Mote by the Secretery-General.

The Seecretary-General has the honour

somrunicate herewith fto the Council the
inion (with 1 appendix and 1 annex) given

the Fermenent ] zndates Commission during
s twenty-second session afier the examination
the petitions from the Assyrian population
Ireq, in conformity with ihe Council recom-
ndation of September 24th, 1932.

QPINION OF THE CCMIITSSION.

hen formulating its opinion, the Commission fully
. how delicate was its tusk from the constitutional
' view.

'When, on September 24th, 1932, the Council of the
¢ Wations asked the Mendates Commission %o examine
tions of the Assyrians of Irag, that country was
bject to the régime provided for in Article 22 of

snant, and Great Brituin was responsible for the

tion to it of the tutelary principles of this Article.

en Irag hes been emencipated fronm its gusrdianship,

Ceneva, NovembeT 14th,1e32.

D

"to Irag. Furthermors, the Iragl Crver
iz alone responsible Tor fthe adminisira
weguld not be hsard by the Coumissicwn.

"Suvject to this obscrveiirn T

vthe following cpinion:
" The Permaneat Mandaetes Commis
"iaving examined the petitions
community in Ireq which huve vesn T
of Nations since the Commission’s ©
"THaviig noted the observatlions
Government on those pefitions and h
information given orally by the rep
Goverrment,

"‘Endirsiﬁg the attached ccnel
Rarporteur {

"i1Drave the (ouncil's special
great importence noth for il Assyr:
for Iraq of providing thes Assyrions
for settlement in a hoingsneous gro
in kseping with theilr traditions awm
sconomic needs,

"'For the rest, it comsiders,
in ite Rapporteur's conclusicns, to
for it to submit to the Counci}l eny

commnendetlon in regard to theos
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concrus2Gne O WHE nafperunens 10 Lhe reimatent .andeies Codmbelon. o

From a comparison of the documents analysed above¥ and

of the numerous petiticns previously cddressed to the Lescue by
Assyrian groups or cn behalf of the Assyriare of Iray there arises
g definite impression thet this cormunity is dissatisfied with its
present lot amd profoundly unsazy ee to i1ts future. 4 Few
discordant voleed in this concert of corpleints and arpeals to
the Leapgue only erpresise its practical uneninity.

It should not, however, de inferred - e&s the Commission
has elrendy pointed out on other occasions, while expressing the
concern with waich it views fthe position of the mincritiszs - that
either the mandetory Fower or the Irsaui authorities are open to
grave reproach for the mannszr ir which the Assyrians settled in Ireg
have been treated under the mandsatory sysierm. MNo proof has indeed
ever becn provided that they were treated with unjustifieble
severity by the Iragi suthorities, or that they were victims of an
abuse of power; it is remarkeble thst in the zetitions desX with in
the rresent report no complaint that can be entertoined has been
brought against these suthorities,

mong the Assyrians of Iraa the grester nuwiver, vho heve
comz from Turkey in Asia, have found shelter in this ccuntry in the
course of ithe last Tew years. They are encamned there in condit ions
which, in mos% ceses, are precarious and misersble: they sre "refimcs

They have had to be setiled on the land. In fact, thecse
mountiaineers have been s ettled in districts consisting of marshy
and unheelthy plaing, or dispersed in smell groups er families in
ihe widst of the ¥Yurdish or Arab populaticua, sccording to the

Dossibilities offered by the occupstion of the soil.
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gegl Wl bkl @b e pased s
of the fesling of insecuri
sply by the climste, with

heir raniks, by the steril

thel
assigned to them and bY th

to cultivate the soil, bud

their community smous papu

——

persons &nd property whiel
complained 2f, &nd which !
¥ritish control has eppeal
to the point of making th
community definitely inteo!

The root czuss
by the petitions ws are a:
that it has nef yet Dbeen
of Ireg into & honpzensou
their needs.

Your nepporieur
as thnis has not been done
of this section of its DC
in the fTlesh of Irag.
tant of the Coveornmernt of
that "the return of the !
the Hakkisri mountains Ve
solution.”

It hes not bee

an impsrtial cbserver ik



TEEatShy L aRmestuvL LS vhkl L LRELT couniry of origin
must be definitely ruled out, I% would be dssirable for
the Council of the Lesgue to use its influence in favour of
onhe or other of these solutions belng sincerely sought,

Ve share the confidence of the Government of the
United Kingdom in the pert which the Assyrian element is
destined to play in Ireg, but we are inelined to belisve that
the Assyrians would bde still more likely to remain loyal
subjects 1f they were placed in conditions more closely
approaching to thoss whiech they hed been led to expect in
view of the civeumstanecss to which they draw attention.

There 1s hsre a situation viorthy of engaging
the League's uttention. It concerns the very sxistence of
& race whose glorious past goes back to the earliest his-
tory, and 1t also concerns the Tuture of Trag. The League

as followed the progress accomplished by this young State,

and has consecratesd its political emancipation; any factsr
whieh may harmper ites peaceful and harfiorious development
cennot leave the Lsague indifferent,

On the other hand, there is one esplretion of the
Assyrians which cannct find any encouragemsnt: namely, that
of grunting the widest administrutive autonomy te the
Assyrian "nation" (¥illet) grecuped in the terrifory whieh
Irag may assign to it. The adoption of such a sclution
would imperil the unity of the Iragi Stute, znd could not
but perpetuate the an tipathy with which the Agsyrians bslisve
themselves to be viewed by the other elements of the netim

in the midst of which they sre destined to live.
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g ARk o e A T RO
1) The reguest fo
Assyrien section put forwal
matter on which the Permant
express an opinion;
2) A modificatior
Iraq ss defined in the Cow
the provisions of ille Ango:
second petition could only
ggreement between the Stab
mizht constitute a satisfa
Irag should it be found th
itself which was suitable
&5 & homogeneous group.
3) As regards th
Irag, which is also dealt
already been defined and &
recently signed by the Ira
cf the Council of the Leag
makes it open in future to
minorities in Iraq, %to Tras
the matter of the protecti
4) The - ar Shimt
in more general terms the
nis previous petitions, oI

to change the Commission':



