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BEPCRI PHESENTLD TO THE FREMININT MANDATES

CLB{ISSICN BY M. ORTS, MENMERT OF THE COMMISSION, RAPPCRTEUR.

Lt its meeting on September 24th, 1932, the Counecil
pressed the desire that the Mandates Commission should report
it as soon es possible on the petitions from the Assyrians
 Iraq, Torwarded to the League by the mandatory Power since
& Commission's last session.

The petitions frem this source, which have so far

rached the Secretariat, are as follows:

. Two petitions, dealing with the same subject, dated
tober 20th and £3rd, 1931, cmarating respsetively from certain
presentatives of the Assyrisns of Iraq and from the Mar Shimun,
yrwarded by ths United Fingdem Zovernment, together with its

yservations, on March 11th, 1932, (Document C.P.1.1282).

EX Petition, dated June 17th, 1932, from certain Assyrian
:aders and representatives of the Assyrien levies in Iraq,
yrwarded by the United Kingdom Government, together with its

yservations, on September Sth, 1932. (Document C.P.M.1286).

K % Petition from Bishop Yuwalaha, forwarded by the United

ngdom Government, together witk ifts observations, on Sepien-

sr 21st, 19%2. (Document C.P.#,1238).

Na Petition, dated September 22nd, 1932, from the Har

1imun, forwarded by the United Xirngdom Government on September

‘.Ph':ﬁ.....'ua. T d, N e WAL L TR Ak it td W Wad,

re forwerded by the Unlted Kingdom Gove:
anslation. Those of Juns 17th and Sep
Fwarded in English without mention of ¢

%y were originally dravwn up.
I.

The = gnatoriss of the petition:
ré, 1931, assert that it will be imposs:
Irag after the withdrawael of the manda
: that errangemenis be made for the tra:
Irag to a country under the rule of an;
tions, or, if this is not possitle, to ¢

The United Xingdom Government re
pns thet if the Frenoh Government, or ar
rernment, were prepered to offer the As:
tion, to guarantee them fair and permane

hence their transport, snd if the Assyr]

accept the offer, nsither the mandators:
?Ernment would object. .

Such a contingency, however, ses
Lted Eingdom Government did not think it
Ps in thes matter.

With regerd to the allegation tt

F the Lssyrisns to live in Iraq, the Uni

;

t€rs to the conclusions of the Permanent

|Capt. Hormuzd Rassam's petitions.
|

|500n a3 tha Assyrlans are convinced the

it



ed 11 LT8qQ;
that the regions from which tiiey ceme, now in Turkish terri-
¥, be returned to them and the boundaries of Irag extended so

to include tham;
that, 1f it is impossible to Tulfil thls latier request, a

tional howe" be set aside for them, and that this home be opex

all Assyrians who ars ex-Ottomans;. this home to be organlsed
folliows:
a) the whols ¢? thez district of amedia and the adjacent

the districis Of Zakli.of

parts of

‘5 separste and spceificially desyrian district forming a sub-

division of the Liwa of Mosul with an srsbh mutassarir and
British adviser;

h) an investigation to be made bty an sutvhoritative
tommission with & view to deciding upon improvements in the
nosition of the assyrian communities in Irag. The nscessary
funds to be placed at the disposal of those communities.

The land chosen for the settlement of the Assyrians io be
conveyed to them ss their individual property witn regular
title-deeds;

¢) prisrity to de given to #SSJ“"QHS ir this a&dministra-
tive sub-iivislon iz the seieciion
uadl technical advisirs. The official language

to be Syriae side by side witn Arsdi
that the temporal and ecclesiustical leadership of the ldar

qun over the assyrian "Millet" bLe recognised by tne Govermment;

ik and Alira to be created

of public offlcials, except

phie Iragi Govermmant for the eveetion Ly

lences for the Fetriarch and DIshops wil

|
ktain their rifles.

i
Tne United lingdom Governmsnt stale
resent the majority of thossdssyr
sutoehthoncus Assyrigns are
hegarding thelir various claims, tiac
kes the following observations:

) & spegizl national siatus could not

hout aroueing demends for similer tre
suist ang religlous minsrities. The

14 thus be endangorsd.
] Further, uncceupied luand does not ¢
tvrians could be sattled ss an autonor
i
I

mact settlement, administrative etuton

1ie frontisr be

J“e the Council,

The best solution would undoubtsedly

b o s E
riens to the Hakiciari Wountains. The



a) ''ne arse clalimed by the pstitilionsrs for ths ereation

b

of &n Assyrisn ncticnal home contains about 77,000 in-
nabltants, of whom 57,000 ere Kurds end 16,000 Christieans;

of the latter about 60% are issyriens. Ths four gadhes men-
tioned in the petition have bssn recognised as predeminantly
Kurdish within the meaning of Article § of the Iragi
Government's doclerstion to the Council.

¥With regard to ths roquest for an investigation into the
condition of the Lssyrian colonies, it 1s pointed out thet

& specilal Committoe has elrsady been set up for this pur-
pose. On the basis of thls Comuittes's conclusions, the Iragi
Government hes drewn up a plen for the settlement of the
hssyrisns. The gqusstion of the registretion of title is the
subject of & scheme based on deta supplied by an expert. The
grant of title to Assyrian refugees on proferential terms
would, however, provoke resentment among the other inhabitants.
It would be inadvisable to give the Assyrians a privileged
position 1n en area where they represent only one-fifth of
the population. The request that Syrisc should be recognlsed
&s the officiul lenguage 1s inaccepteble for similar Teasons

end, moreover, ignores the provisions of the ILocal Languages

Law,

- The Mar Shimun is ectually recognised as the spiritual head

Lssyrians. He receives a monthly allowance Irom the Iraqi

ent., The Assyrians enjoy complete autonomy in metiters of per—

taetus; religion und education, &nd the maintenance of this

in future is aessured by article 6 of the declaraticn made by

ql Goverument to the Council. In any c&se no temporal authority

=1
=

graented to the Mar Shimun which might prevent the application

Tomee = e

hhe law provides that two Christial
Psul Liwe. To guerantees that one o
L an Assy¥ylan wauld be convrary %o
Wt swong the otkher Christian comiu

| AssyTrianse.

| N I
(he cducsbionsl rights of mincritl

B of the Iragl Declaration, The Ir
consider tho poesibility of incre
sohools.

Wssuming thet the sum of 500,00C I
hould be obtained, it sould be bed
hemant of the Assyriapns and the e
khe building of residences IOT LI
L4t present there are dispensaries
mwengarics are 1o be establishe? 1
peoting the various JAssyrian vill

o be taken to the Mosul hospiia

Thers hes besa no suggestlon thet
!ssyrian levies should ks teken fr
Regulations have legalissd the T
itish Army pettern riflet,

IIT.

b third petition is signed by 58 g
imilies in ell. Its object is to I

June 17th (No.I1I).

b petitionors essert that the Mar
rrian ociemunity, that he is seekin
5 for himself aud his relatives &

Pe besad on unsound principles.




=L
1 to the Ireql Government, which has assisted them in various
has glven them various privilsges, and has sscured them jusiice,
Pity and salfety.

he guarantees concerning minorities which Irag has furnished to
wgue of Nations are sufficlent to safeguard their rights. They

b that the lMar Snimun's demands should not be taksn into consider-
and that vhey should be permitted to live in peacs unilsr the
f1lagz,

pe United Eingdom Government in its observaticns gives particulars
ing the various signatceries of the petition and their qualifica-~
speak on behalf of the Assyrian people. Ths petitioners' claim
tssent 2,395 femilles is cervainly exaggerated. In thet Governmentie
;hcwever, the petlticm shows that e considerable body of the Lssy—~
re not in sympathy with the Patriarcih's pelicy and do not share
leged dissatisTaction of the Aissyrian psople with their situetion

he Iragl Government.
iv.

the lest petition the Patriarch refers to the recommendations of
frission sent by the Leegue to Iraq in 1325 in connection with the
ptonomy of the iAssyrians. It was, he says, thoss recamendations

L the Assyrians to vots for irag when the piebiscite for the Mosul
F taken. The Commission's recommencéations however were not follow-
8 mandatory Power has revealed its intention of leavinz the

18 of Iraq in their present state of insscurity.

P 4ssyriens, he alleges, haeve a right to claim from the United

Government, for which they fought in 1918, either the return

original homes or, failing that, the grant of another area

as a neticnel homs.
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The League of Natlons has assumed

pect, inzsouch as 1% has assigned %
ieritance of their Tarslathers - 1o
yrians assursices of TaesivinZ phad

ayet. Tiey taersfors request thav

5
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given back to the sissyrians und

o

fnistrative system, or alae the cor
yrian people as an autonomous body

Juns 17th (Fo.II).

Conclusicns.*

The conclusions arz recroduced abov

annexed to the Opinion of ths Comxld



