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THE PATRIARCH GIVES HIS BLESSING

Welcome to the First Convention

As this October-November number of LIGHT FROM THE EAST
goes to press, the first National Convention of the Church of the
Eastin the United States is about to meet in Chicago, the Patriar-
chal City. Delegates will come from Church committees, Daugh-
ters of the East and Young Peoples Societies of each parish inthis
country. Sessions will be held at the Patriarchate, 6346 N, Sheridan
Road, and at Mar Sargis Church.

This convention, summoned by the Patriarch, marks a tre-
mendous step forward in the development of the Church in this
country,

To it will be reported the great events of the pastyear in Japan,
in India, in Iran, in Iraq, in Syria, in Lebanon, and all over the
world,



Japan Opens Arms

to Church of East

In a swift and unexpected series of developmentsJapan has open-
ed its arms to the Church of the East. In a cablegram dated Sept,
28, His Holiness the Patriarch of the East approved the formation
of an "Association for the Reinstatement of the Churchof the East"
by a group of eminent persons who had asked for his authorization
of this move,

Fourteen signatures were appended to the petition, dated Aug.
27. A letter of Sept. 6 added other names. They are all the names
of persons of high standing, headed by a professor of political his-
tory in the Imperial University of Kyoto, and including public offi-
cials of various ranks and the superior of a Temple in Kyoto.

The Patriarch's cablegram said;

"Proposal heartily approved with blessing. Start work immedi-
ately. Letter and books follow.'" A shipment of books and pamphlets
was dispatched atonce to give the new ARICE (" Association for the
Reinstatement of the Church of the East') materials with which to
work,

Immediately following this exchange of communications, a letter
was received from Japan announcing a national religious mass meet-
ing on Oct. 6, at which all religions--Christian, Shinto, Buddhist,
Moslem and Jinja faiths--were invited to join, The Patriarch was
asked to senda representative to join in honoring the deadof World
War II, and in praying for permanent world peace. His Holiness
replied at once by cable, extending his blessing to the national mass
meeting, and announcing that he joins in prayer for these two objec-
tives.

In this issue is published an extraordinary bulletin appearing in
the Osaka Shimbun, headed " A Living Christ" and revealing the ex-
citement caused in Japan by the discovery that the Nestorian Church,
which flourished in Japan 1600 years ago, was still active,

His Holiness, the Patriarch is awaiting information in regard
to the status of the persons who are thus asking for the reinstate-
ment of the ancient Church of Asia. It is his hope to sendclergy,
and perhaps a bishop, to ordain Japanese clergy who can place the
church of their forefathers again on a firm footing in the empire of
Japan.

SYRIA

In Syria, crops are good, and there isplenty of food. The Semi-
naryat Tell Tamer has opened for the third successive year. Ordi-
nation of older members of the school as deacons is planned, and
it is hoped that soon some of them will be ready for the priesthood,
to replenish the sorely depleted ranks of the sacred ministry.
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"The 119th Patriarch of the Nestorian Sect.”
(Photo enclosed in communication from Mr. Hoyen.)

A LIVING CHRIST
In the United States lives the 119th Patriarch
Letter from American gives information to Prof. Tkeda

...from The Osaka Shimbun...

It is reported that Christianity was first introduced into Japan
by a Rev. Savell (Xavier) some four hundred years ago, but Prof.
Sakae Ikeda, formerly of Kyoto Imperial University, announced re-
cently through the Associated Press that the Nestorian sect of
Christianity was brought to Japan about the same time Buddhism
was introduced into Japan,

Prof, Ikeda's specialty is Seitoku Taishi, who introduced Bud-
dhism into Japan, or was instrumental in propagating it with great-
est effect.

After the 16th century it was believed the Nestorian sect had
disappeared from the earth, but some time ago Mr. Emanuel Hoyen,
of Massachusetts, wrote Prof. Ikeda that the headquarters of this
sect still exists in Chicago, although the membership is very small.

In reply to Mr. Hoyen's letter, Prof. Ikeda requested that some
facts proving the existence of this Nestorian sect, and a leader of
the sect, be sent to Japan to study the historic facts of the sect.

...Contents of Mr. Hoyen's letter to Prof. Ikeda...
"] congratulate you on your recent announcement of the facts
regarding the Nestorian sect. Contrary to belief, it is reported
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IRAN

IRANIAN EDICTS CURBS ACTIVITIES
OF ALL FOREIGN RELIGIOUS BODIES

In an edict of tremendous importance to the religious world,
the government of Iran has decreed restrictions on the activities
of non-Moslem religious groups in Iran, The great majority of
Iranians are Moslems. There are about 70,000 Jews and about
120,000 Armenian and Assyrian Christians. Leaders of all non -
Koslem religious groups must be subjects of the imperial govern -
meat and shall be concerned with religious matters only.

It is indicated as a result of inquiries immediately made by
priests of the Church of the East, that this decree does not prohibit
officials of this Church from following their normal activities in
connection withIranian members and churches. The edictis aimed
particularly at political interference under the guise of religious.
activity, by foreign groups.

This edict makes supremely necessary the building up of the
Church of the East, which is the Church of Iran. As the Roman
Catholic Church was the churchin the Roman empire, and the Greek
Orthodox Church was the church of the Byzantine empire, so the
Church of the East was for centuries the Church of the Persian
Empire, now the Iranian empire.

Within the past two months very great advances have been made
by the Church in Iran. New churches are being built, new schools
established, a seminary organized, and new priests are about to be
ordained.

Support of these schools is a matter of life or death for the
Church, which evidently istobe the bearer of the Christian message
to the whole of Asia.

NEW CHURCH IN ABADAN

Since the appointment of a Visitor Generaland an Administra-
tive Committee for the Church in Iran, great progress has been
made throughout the country. Money has been raised and a new
church is being built at Abadan. Its cost is 300,000 tomans, or
roughly $54,000 in United States dollars. Of this sum, 150,000 to-
mans was contributed immediately by members of the church, and
the remainder is being checked out of their pay by employees of
the companies which employ them.

The Visitor General (Sa'ura Gavanaya) Shmuel of Kelaita, re -
ports that Shimun Bagina of Tehran, according to a promise previ -
ously made, has purchased land suitable for the building of a Church,
rooms for the theological school, and a rectory.

A committee has been chosen to complete the collection of the
funds and to supervise the building of the church. Members of the
committee are: Shimun Bagina, Kashisha Ruwil, Gabriel Joseph,
Israel Joseph,Mushey Barkhoo, Shimun Benjamin,Shamasha Haidoo,
Isaac Yagdan, and William Daniel,
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PATRIARCH URGES ALL
TO WORK FOR PENCE SYSTEM

It is well known that support
of the theological schools inthe
Middle East, in Syria and Iran ,
has depended wholly upon the
Patriarchal Pence. This system
of collecting a penny per person
per meal in the homes of the
people has been of very great
help in maintaining the schoolon
the Khabour.

Nevertheless, most of the
church people in the UnitedStates
do not as yet have the Patriarchal
Pence Cans intheir homes. This
has been due either to the care-
lessness of those to whom this
most important work has been
entrusted, or it has been the fault
of the families themselves, who
do not attend church regularly,
and thus keep themselves out of
the church's affairs.

The consequence is heavy fi-
nancial loss to the church.

The Patriarch therefore asks
those who have undertaken this
important task to attend to their
duties with more fervor and de-
votion. He likewise urges every
family to obtain Patriarchal
Pence Cans from those to which
this task has been entrusted.

Furthermore, despite announ-
cement.by the priest, many per-
sons fail to turntheir Pence Cans
in to the church in time. This
causes further loss, and consti-
tutes a drawback to the work of
the church.

His Holiness has writtento the
authorities of the Church of the
East in India,Iran, Iraq and Syria,
that the Patriarchal Pence sys-
tem should be established thruout
the churct

He has urged, also, that they
assist the theological schools by
means of gifts of food, clothing

and similar necessities. If this
isdone, the Patriarch hopes and
believes firmly that with God's
blessing these schools can be
carried on with ease and success,
and many years will not pass be-
fore priests and bishops will
come out of these schools and go
through Asia and the world as
they came out of the glorious

-universities of Edessa and

Nisibis, centuries ago.

Church on Fire

History of the Church
of the East
and its marvellous
Missionary Records
in the
converting of Asia
as told by an
American Missionary

Read this:

Learn
of the
glorious past
of the
Church of The East

$2 a copy

Order of

Patriarchal Council
6346 North Sheridan Road
Chicago




MAR SARGIS CHURCH
REPAIRED, REPAINTED
AND NEWLY FURNISHED

During the summer and fall,
the Church of Mar Sargis, in
Chicago, has been thoroughly re-
paired and renovated. A leaky
roof was mended, the walls and
ceiling replastered and repaint-
ed; and brick asphalt sheathing
nailed to the apartment buildings
surrounding.

The church has been refitted
with new benches, new carpets,
a new heating plant, with much
other beautifully carved and fi-
nished equipment,

This was purchased from the
Rev, Ivor Hadley, rector of St.
Matthias Episcopal Church, at a
great reduction in price. The old
chairs were inbad condition, the
heating system likewise.

It is hoped to be able to install
a wooden floor in the adjoining
basement, so that it can again be
used for meetings.

One of the apartments has been
made over into an assembly room
for gatherings such as those of the
young people and the Assyrian
Veterans.

Most of the work was done un-
der direction of E.L., Hormis, a
member of the church committee
and of the Patriarchal Council.
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IRAQ

METROPOLITAN COMPLETES TOUR OF IRAQ

The Metropolitan Khnanishoo has completed his first visit in
many years to Northern Iraq. His tour required forty-two days,
during which he went to every churchand community where Assy-
rians live in Northern Iraq. Everywhere he encountered fervent
delight at his coming. Expressions of undying loyalty and devotion
to the church and to the Patriarchate were voiced by all he met,

A new churchis beingbuilt at Kurkuk. Ground has beenbought,
money subscribed, and the work is going forward with speed. It is
hoped that before long it will be ready for consecration.

NEW KIRKUK CHURCH
REVIVES MEMORY OF
TOWN'S 153,000 MARTYRS

News from the metropolitan of
Iraq that a church is being built
in the town of Kirkuk revives
memories of the glorious and tra-
gic days of the faith of the Church
of the East.

Kirkuk is a town with a very
long history. Inthe year 448 A.D.
a persecution broke out against
the Christians, ordered by the
emperor Yezdegerd II.

A massacre of appalling mag-
nitude took place at Kirkuk, then
known as Karka d'Beth Sluk, On
a mound outside the city, ten bi-
shops and 153,000 others suffered
martyrdom, the slaughter having
lasted severaldays. The redness
of the gravel of the hillock is said
to have been caused by the blood
of the martyrs. A martyrium,
commemorating this heroic sa-
crifice, was built over the spot,
and remains to this day.

Some of the victims were cru-
cified, some stoned, some be-
headed. Clergy and laity alike
suffered intense tortures. A wo-
man named Sihrin, hearing of the

slaughter, came with her two
sons, saying they desired also to
testify for Christ; and the three
of them were slain.

The person who took the most
active part in this persecution
was Tamasgerd an officer of the
king, who was so moved by the
cheerful endurance of the Christ-
ians that he joined himself to them,
and received the crown of martyr-
dom with them.

When John, metropolitan of
Kirkuk, was being led to his death,
a youthin the crowdurged him to
be of goodcheer. The metropoli-
tan, turning to him, declared he
was fit to be consecrated in his
place. The youth, named Dindui,
was ordained metropolitan, but
within two or three days also paid
with his life for his courage.

After the persecution, the bi-
shops who survived in the sur-
rounding provinces gathered on
the spot, and decreed a solemn
annual memorial to those who pe-
rished there. For nearly two mil-
leniums the Christians of thelittle
town gathered at the red hillock on
Sept. 25th (Old style) to offer
prayer and thanksgiving in homage
to the memory of those who died
here.
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EASTERN TOUR OF THE
PATRIARCHAL FAMILY

For the first time since reach-
ing this country, the members of
the Patriarchal Family made an
extended tour for the purpose of
meeting members of the church
and nation in other cities.

The Rab Khaila and Lady Helen
d'Mar Shimun left Chicago Sept.
1,inacar driven by John Lachen,
accompanied by his father, Sha-
masha Sliwo. They stayed in
Pittsburgh that night, and reach-
ed New York Friday, Sept. 2,
where the Patriarch greeted
them. They proceeded immedi-
ately to New Britain, Conn., ar-
riving there Friday night.

A banquet was tendered them
at the Hotel Sheraton, New Bri-
tain, Saturday night, attended by
some 200 persons. Dr. George
M.Lamsa was toastmaster.Spea-
kers were the Rev. Sargis Ben-
jamin, the Rev. Stephen Khubyar
(Presbyterian), the Rev. Richard
Pera (Lutheran), and the Patri
archal Archdeacon, Rev. S. D.
Neesan, Albert Sargis was chair-
man of the committee on arrange-
ments.

On Sunday, Sept. 4, at 7 a.m,
the Patriarch celebrated the
Qurbana Qaddisha at St. Mark's
Episcopal Church, a congregation
which filled the church, attending.

On Monday, the Patriarch was
invitedas a personal guest to the
home of Emanuel Hoyen, of Wor-
cester, Mass., where a group of
Assyrians living in Worcester
paid their respects. His Holiness
was accompanied by his father,
the Rab Khaila, his sister, Lady
Helen, and the archdeacon. Dur-
ing the following days Lady Helen
and the Rab Khaila were guests
of the parish of Mar Tuma. All
meals were served there by the
Daughters of the Church of the
East, to whom the party offers
thanks for their hospitality.

In Philadelphia the Patriarch
celebrated the Qurbana Qaddisha
on Sunday, Sept.11, at St. Simeon's
Episcopal Church, He was attend-
ed by deacons IssacNona and
Nichola Sliwoo. Hospitality was
extended by Shamash Sliwoo and
Aprim Beth Mar Eliaof Gugtapa,
on Saturday and Sunday.

In commenting on this visit, His
Holiness referred to the Rev.
Charles B. Dubell, rector of St.
Simeon's, as the"perfect priest,
for years kind to our people in
Philadelphia!* On this occasion he
placed the church at the disposal
of the Assyrian congregation on
only two days notice.

Monday the party returned to
New York. On Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, Dr. Kaufman
Grinstead showed the Lady Helen
and the Rab Khaila the sights of

New York. Thursday they went to
Yonkers and were house guests of
George Burney. On the 18th the
Patriarch celebrated the Qurbana
Qaddisha in St. Andrews church,
Yonkers. attended by the largest



congregation in years. Daughters
of the Church of the East provided
a banquet in the Parish Hall.

On Wednesday, a banquet was
given in St. John's Parish Hall.
The rector emeritus, Dr. O.S. Ne-
well, the present rector, Dr, L.J.
Winterbottom, and the associate
rector, Dr. Marvin, spoke; also
the Rev.Michael Yacoe.Responses
were made by both the illustrious
guests. Arrangements were made
by the church committee, with
George Burney as chairman,

On Friday, Sept. 23, the Church
of New Britain gave a receptionin
honor of the archdeacon,their
former pastor. On Saturday mor-
ning the party left for the return
trip to Chicago.

On Sept. 20, the Patriarch
lunched with the Iranian consul, in
New York, along with a group of
Iranians and American guests. On
Sept. 22, the consul was the guest
of the Patriarch at the Hotel.

-~ -

Just Published In Arabic and English

THE CALIPH’S CHARTER
TO THE NESTORIAN
PATRIARCH

A forgotten document
of
tremendous importance
to the history
of the
Church of the East

Order. of
THE PATRIARCHAL COUNCIL
6346 N. Sheridan Road
Price 50 cents.

FRIENDS ASK INFORMATION
ON ASSYRIAN FAMILY

"Ravoyeva (Rawojewa) Elvira,
Assyrian (Armenian) born 27.4.
33 at Roslaw, Don, Parents'
names: Ravoyeva (Rawojewa)
Pavel, born 1904? Ayvazian,
Lydia born May 1908,  Elvira
Ravoyeva (Rawojewa) is under
the care of the International Ref-
ugee Organization in Germany.
She states that her father was
deportedin 1937 and her mother
was supposed to have beenkilled
in an air-raid in 1944. She has
an uncle, Ravoyev, Jacob Alex-
ander, born 1898-1900? who e-
migrated to the. States in 1921,
but his address is unknown to her,
This uncle seems to be the only
surviving member of the family.
Please Reply to:

The American Friends
Service Committee
20 S. 12th Street
Phila. 7, Penna,
and refer to #21155.

The father of this child, whose
name seems to have been Rus-
sianized, may have been deported
from Russia to Tehran in 1937,
It is possible that amongthe As-
syrians in Tehran we might be
able to secure some information
which would help us to find this
child's uncle in the United States.
We understand your paper goes
to Tehran.,

TAKSA BANQUETS

News of the Taksa Banquets,
introducing the new Liturgy of the
Holy Apostolic Catholic Church
of the East in English and Ara-
maic, will be given in our next
issue.



INDIA

INDIA RALLYING TO SUPPORT
OF PATRIARCHAL PENCE SYSTEM

Inthe first reportof the Patriarchal School Pence Fund of the
Churchof the East in India, surprising enthusiasm is shown among
the people asthey learn of this method of supporting their schools
or religion,

Deacon M, O. Vargheese, secretary of the fund, writes that in
the monthof July, collections were obtained from 550 boxes, against
the 450 anticipated, - a gain of 100 pence boxes. It was expected
that about 700 boxes would be collected during August, thus showing
a still further substantial gain.

A bank account has been started in the Chaldaean Syrian Bank
Ltd., in Trichur, with the sum of 315 rupees as the first deposit.
This is a most encouraging beginning.

Members of the Fund Committee are: C.A. Porinchunny, chair-
man; C.P. Kunjuvaried, vice chairman; M.O. Thomakutty, treasu-
rer, and Deacon M.O. Vargheese, secretary.

ASSYRIAN FEDERATION REPUDIATES MALIK

At a special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Assy-
rian National Federation held June 25, 1949, it was reported that
the strong appeals made to Yusuf Malik and his associates by the
Federationto stop circulating printed matter which brought joy only
to the enemies of our race had not been heeded.

President Durna then read a letter of June 1, 1949, to Yusuf
Malik, stating very emphatically that he didnot approve of his work,
and could not work with him any longer.

Furthermore, he stated the Federation would continue to work
with and support Mar Shimun as the national leader of the Assyrians,

The Executive Council approved President Durna's letter, and
requested that copies of it be sent to all affiliated associations,
since this letter stated accurately the position of the Federation.

LEBANON

Word from Lebanon conveys information that Antoun Saade, close
associate of Yusuf Malik (Jojo) in the Brazilian hoax, has been
hanged. According to Le Soir, published in Beirut, he had been
found guilty of the crime of treason to his fatherland the republic
of Lebanon,

Letters from Lebanon and Syria indicate that the people there,
including those on the Khabour, have been awakened to the fraud
perpetrated upon them by Yusuf Malik and his associates. It is
hoped that, from now on, no Assyrians will fall victiim to the tactics
of such unscrupulous persons.
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Continued from page 3

that the headquarters of this sect still exist on the West Side of
Chicago, with a small membership, The doctrine of this sect has
remained relatively unchanged since the time of Christ. This doc-
trine is quite similar to the Protestant belief, in that the people can
be savednot by behavior, but by faith, The Nestorians do not recog-
nize Mary as the Mother of God. The presentpatriarch is believed
to be the 119th successor of Jesus Christ."

...Professor Ikeda's statement..,
"It is said that a Rev. Savell (Xavier) first introduced Christi-

anity to Japan about four hundred years ago, but I have discovered
some facts that the Nestorian sect of Christianity was brought to
Japan about one thousand years before that time, by a Chinese im-
migrant. I can see some evidence of its existence stillin Kyoto and
its suburbs. I am hoping some interested person will come from
America to Japan to study the historic facts of the Nestorian sect.”

...Comment by Shimbun...
"This disclosure, contradicting as it does the accepted belief that

the sect ceased to exist after the 16th century, when the remnants of
the followers of St. Paul, who established the sect, and were nearly
completely wipedout inthe 14th century, escaped to Rome and were
converted to the Roman faith---is very interesting.”

Continued from page 4

Five men, deacons, are reported by the Committee to be ready
for ordinationtothe priesthood. Action is being takenby the Patri-
archto arrange for their ordination at the earliest possible moment.

The Visitor General speaks with great enthusiasm of the unity
of the Church in Iran, and the devotion Assyrians in Iran in general
express toward their Patriarch.

Copies of LIGHT FROM THE EAST have reached Tehran, and
have been eagerly purchased by Assyrians there. Subscriptions are
pouring in to the committee. It is hoped eventually to reach with
this paper all the members of the church and of the Assyrian nation.

DON'T NEGLECT TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

If your subscription began with the first issue of
Light From The East, November 1948, your ex-
piration occurs with the December-January is-
sue. Get your RENEWAL in at once, so as not
to miss a single issue.
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First Anniversary

With this issue we are celebrating the first anniversary of the
publication of the ""Light from the East." The Patriarchal Council
is very pleased with the progress shown thus far. From an initial
subscription list of thirty-nine (39), we have grown to the point
where we now have 531 subscribers.

The breakdown of our mailing list is as follows:

Overseas 281 California 43
Illinois 98 New York 26
Connecticut 52 Indiana 13

In addition, a total of eighteen (18) names has been received
from other points.

The paper has been greeted with enthusiasm throughout the
world. It has been especially welcomed by our fellow churchmen
abroad, Many heartening letters have been received from them by
the Council. Certainly no one has made greater sacrifices on be-
half of this publication than our less fortunate brethren overseas.

The Council urges all present subscribers to obtain at least
ONE NEW SUBSCRIBER. Printing costs are high as you can see
from the financial report presented below. All congregations have
been notified of the necessity of soliciting advertising for the paper.
Rates are five (5) dollars per one-fourth page insertion.

This paper is our means of communication. Through its pages
we can disseminate news of our nation and church to the four cor-
ners of the earth, Help it to continue by your co-operation. By
your diligence and support we can rise to greater heights in the
coming year.

In closing, I would like to present a financial report for this first

year of operation.

Receipts: Bonds 1,010.00
Subscriptions 985.00

. Total 1,995.00 1,995.00
Disbursements: Printing 1,170.86
Postage 100.85
Envelopes 81.04
Subscription Blanks 30.23
Advertising 25.20
Ledger 10.92

1,419.10 1,419.10

Balance 575.90

Money for overseas subscriptions has not been received to date

due to difficulties in money regulations.
Respectfully submitted,

Narsay J. Serges
Secretary - Treasurer

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS
]
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