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Thirty Years a Patriarch

Mar Shimun’s Amazing Record

On June 20, 1950, His Holiness,
Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, will have
completed thirty years in the of-
fice of Catholicos Patriarch of
the East.

This term of service, almost
without parallel in records of the
Christian Church, has covered the
most trying and tumultuous era
in world history.

It was in the camp at Ba-Quba,
near Baghdad, in the year 1920,
that his term of office began.
Sixty thousand Assyrians were
gathered there, having fled from
the terrors and horrors insepar-
able from war. The Patriarch
Mar Benjamin had been killed,
and his brother and successor,
the Patriarch Mar Polos, had died
of sickness on the terrible flight.

In the Patriarchal family were
only two eligible candidates for
the post: Theodore d'Mar Shimun
and his brother Eshai, then a lad

of only 12.
The choice fell upon Eshai, and His Holiness
was ratified with great enthu- Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII

siasm by the assembled multi-

tude. Two weeks later Eshai d* Mar Shimun was raised through all the
minor grades of the hierarchy, and a week afterward was consecrated
to the supreme office of Patriarch, as the one-hundred and nineteenth
in direct apostolic succession from St. Peter, St. Thomas, St. Thaddeus
and St. Mari, one of the Seventy.



The place in which these august ceremonials took place was a tent --
the Church of Mart Maryam, or St. Mary. In that tabernacle, resem-
bling the tabernacle of the Israelites of old, were preserved the most
sacred relics of the birth of Christ, safeguarded and honored through
milleniums since the day of the nativity in Bethlehem.

The young Patriarch received all the honors due his rank, each dio-
cese led by its Bishop, paying homage. He was schooled in theology
and liturgy by Mar Yosip Khnanishoo, metropolitan of Rustaqa, and his
old Archdeacon, Kashisha Toma of Ashita.

After four years, the Patriarch was enrolled at St. Augustine’s col-
lege, Cambridge, England, by aid of the Archbishop of Canterbury. Af-
ter completing his preparatory schooling there he went to Westcroft
House, Cambridge University, where he specialized in history and
state-craft.

On reaching the age of 20 he returned to the Middle East, and plunged
into the turmoil of that era of reorganization and change.

Upon his shoulders fell the legacies of the first world war. Many of
the people of the Middle East and the Assyrians in particular had suf-
fered the terrible consequences of that deadly struggle.

He presented the Assyrian question before the League of Nations,
before the British government, the United Nations Organization and the
United Nations.

After many disheartening experiences he decided two years ago on a
change of policy, and appealed directly to the governments of the Middle
East for recognition of Assyrians as fellow-citizens of those countries.
At the same time he issued directions to the Assyrians in every land to
remain faithful and loyal citizens of their own lands, observing the laws
of the government that ruled over the country of their residence.

By this wise and statesmanlike move, the ties of friendship have been
forged between the Assyrian people and their neighbors all over Asia.

In Japan, India, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and in all other countries
of Asia, the Church of the East, which once spread from Jerusalem to
Peiping and even to Japan and the East Indies, is thriving and pressing
forward with increasing gains.

After three decades of loyal and unremitting service to his people
and the Church of Christ, His Holiness the Patriarch sees the fruits of
his labors.

God grant him many years!

Choir Children Sing All Night During
Patriarch’s Easter Visit to New Britain

Between March 23 and 30 the Patriarch stayed in New York, spend-
ing some time with the representatives of the churchin Yonkers. March
30 he lunched with Honorable Ahmed Mehbod, Counsul General of Iran,
in New York.

On this same day he drove to New Britain, Conn., and that evening
met with the church committee, discussing the possibility of building a
church for the parish of Mar Toma. Plans are now being made for a
basement, from 75 to 80 feet in length, alongside the parish house. As
soon as possible thereafter, it is hoped to erect a church upon it.

On Palm Sunday he celebrated Qurbana in the chapel of the parish
house, which was filled to capacity, with 150 communicants.

On Wednesday he spoke to the Youth Organization of the Church of
the East.

On the 6th, Maundy Thursday, he celebrated the Qurbana in the morn-
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ing, and at night conducted the vigil of Good Friday, from 7 to 10 P.M.
At this service also the building was filled to capacity. Also, on Good
Friday at 3 P.M., he led in devotions.

The Easter Celebration was held in St. Mark's Episcopal Church, by
courtesy of the rector, the Rev. Dr. Reamer Kline. It began at twelve
midnight, and lasted until 4 A.M. The service consisted of the Vigil
and Morning Prayer, ending with the Qurbana Qaddisha.

The Choir took part in all the services. Children in the choir from
the ages of six or seven up, sang through the whole night, not one of
them giving way to sleep.

The Patriarch was assisted by the following Shamashas:

Deacon Patros Yonan, Deacon David Sargis, Deacon David Yonan,
Deacon Yonan Jones, Deacon Israel Benjamin and Deacon Isaac Nona.
Rev. Benjamin Sargis also assisted in all the services.

All during Easter Day he received delegations of Assyrians, wishing
him a happy Easter.

At 3 P.M., he returned to New York, and that night spoke to the Com-
munity Church of New York on the meaning of "Christ's Passover".
After a lecture of an hour's duration, the Patriarch answered questions
mostly relating to interpretation of various Scriptural texts by the
Church of the East. The Rev. John Haynes Holmes, one of New York's
best known and widely celebrated clergymen, conducted the mceting.

At 11 P.M. he took the train back to Chicago.

It's hard work, being a Patriarch!

Patriarch Offers Prayer and Gives Blessing
at World Council of Churches

On March 21 to 23, Mar Eshai Shimun, Patriarch of the East, attended
for the first time a gathering of the World Council of Churches at Buck
Hill Falls, Pa., accompanied by George M. Lamsa.

The section attended was that on Public Relations. At the end of the
meeting His Holiness was asked to offer prayer, and to give the group
his Patriarchal blessing, which he did. The prayer offered was as fol-
lows;

O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, who has revealed Thyself to our
human race through the manifestation of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy
only-begotten Son, who is consubstantial and co-eternal with Thee and
the Holy Spirit;

Thou art the vine, and we are the branches. A branch cannot
exist without the vine, nor can one branch claim a nature separate from
another.

Conscious of the fact that this unity has been destroyed through
centuries of division and strife resulting from political ambitions and
greed, we come now to Thee, in the spirit of humility, and ask for Thy
help and guidance to enable us to impart this spirit to all Thy children.

Help us to divest our minds and thoughts of all personal and sec-
tional gains or ambition. Make us constantly conscious of Thy pres-
ence, and the true understanding of Thy Entity as revealed in the per-
son of Our Lord Jesus Christ, recorded in the Scriptures, and handed
down to us by his Holy Apostles.

Grant us the faith and determination never to compromise with,
or to profess or teach, any doctrines or dogmas contrary to what Thou
has commanded us in Thy Scriptures. And may the Holy Spirit which
Thou has promised to guide the church to the end, be with us on this oc-
casion, and guide us in all that we have to do or say concerning the
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work of the World Council of Churches.

Grant that the prayer which Thou didst offer to Thy Father; "That
they may be one, even as we are one" be realized in our days, and that
this organization may be used as a medium to that end. Amen.

Four Ordinations by Metropolitan
Build Up Church in Middle East

Four ordinations have been held by Mar Yosip Khnanishoo, Metro-
politan of Rustaqa, two deacons being made priests, and two arch-
deacons being created.

Shamasha Eshoo Beth Mar Sargis, a nephew of the Bishop of Jilu,
was ordained priest and archdeacon for Iraq on the fourth Sunday in
Lent. He was appointed priest in charge of the church of Mar Qardakh,
the newly built church in the Camp of Gailani, Baghdad.

Kashisha Akhigar, priest-in-charge at Abadan, Iran, was elevated to
the rank of archdeacon.

On the third Sunday in Lent Shamasha Eshai, son of Shamasha Sheit
(Seth) of Ashita, was ordained priest, and will take charge of the church
in Mosul, Iraq. He is studying history and theology with Kashisha Yosip
Kelaita of Marbishoo.

Shamasha Iskaq d* Beth Kashisha Bobo was ordained priest and ap-
pointed visitor to the camps.

The Metropolitan visited the Church in Basra, and settled various
administrative problems.

Most encouraging is the report given by the Metropolitan as to As-
syrian youth. They are full of zeal for the carrying on of the work of
the church, and are willing to make financial sacrifices for that end.

Establishment of a new theological school in Iraq at the earliest pos-
sible moment is contemplated. Plans are not yet settled, but enthusi-
asm and determination are manifest on every side.

All this news has pleased His Holiness the Patriarch greatly, espe-
cially the fact that the young people of the Church of the East areawak-
ing to the glory of their spiritual inheritance, and are making sacri-
fices for it. This has been the aim of his prayers and efforts, and it is
a great gratification to him to see this fulfillment. It will also be of
great encouragement to members of the Church of the East all over the
world.

Reporting on the opening of the Church in Baghdad, mentioned in the
last issue of Light from the East, the Metropolitan mentions that Mar
Sargis, bishop of Jilu, Baz and Rehkan, who now resides in Baghdad,
was present and took part in the ceremonies of dedication.

Japanese Christians Eagerly Await
Day of Baptism in Church of East

Nearly 800 Japanese in the city of Kyoto are eagerly awaiting baptism
in the Church of the East, it is stated in a letter from Prof. Sakae Ikeda,
resident commissioner of the Patriarch in Japan.

Prof. Ikeda gives the gratifying news that he has passed Kyoto Uni-
versity's teaching profession Screening Committee and is now a Pro-
fessor of Kyoto University of the First Rank, as of March 2.

On Feb. 20, the Rev. George Beckman, an American Protestant mis-
sionary, called on Prof. Ikeda. In compliance with his request, he with
Prof. Ikeda made a tour of the Nestorian sites in the vicinity of Kyoto.

Mr. Schoonen, also a prominent American, is planning a visit to these
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historic localities.

Most important news of the letter is that Mr. Imaizumi, of Osaka,
leader of the religious legal person (corporation) "Minaka", has ap-
plied for baptism in the Church of the East. The Minaka now has 779
members, who will all follow this lead. "Minaka" is the Japanese ren~
dering the the Aramaic word madn-kha - The East.

Mr. Tanaka, former chief of the Tennoji Ward of Osaka City, is
among these members. It is earnestly hoped by these Japanese be-
lievers that a bishop, or other teacher, will soon be sent them to re-
establish the Church of their forefathers among them.

National Magazine Praises Lamsa
For Solving Many Bible Riddles

In The Pathfinder for April 5 nearly two whole pages are devoted to
the great Assyrian scholar, George M. Lamsa, for his solving of many
dark passages in the Scriptures by translating them from their original
tongue.

The Pathfinder, a national magazine, is read very widely in high
schools and colleges, as a textbook on current events. Influence of this
article will be very great. It places upon Assyrians everywhere the
burden of retaining and cherishing their knowledge of their own ances-
tral tongue, so as to be able to keep up with the great surge of reawak-
ened interest in Aramaic, The Lord's Language.

News from California

The Rev. Elisha Oushana returned to Turlock after six weeks spent
at the Patriarchate studying liturgy and doctrine of the church under
the tutelage of the archdeacon.

He celebrated his first Qurbana Qaddisha on March 23. The Qurbana
was celebrated also on Palm Sunday and on Easter Day. The Easter
Service began at 2:30 A.M.; climaxing in the Holy Offering at sunrise.
Kashisha Oushana reports that the church-at every service was packed
to capacity.

All Holy Week services were splendidly attended, and the resolution
was made to hold services daily. A play is to be produced shortly by
the young people.

Father Oushana reports the death of Kashisha Yonan of Mawana, a
priest of the Roman Catholic church in San Francisco. A reception af-
ter the funeral was held at the Church of the East, and the Daughters of
the Youth Organization served refreshments.

The Aramaic Institute is going on with a large attendance and much
enthusiasm. Children are making good progress. The same report is
given of the Sunday Schoel at Turlock.

In the last issue of LIGHT FROM THE EAST, a regrettable error
was made in reporting the names of four of the deacons. Their names
are: Shamasha Youash de Kelaita, Shamasha Jerry Bacus, Shamasha
Baba Yohannan, and Shamasha Baba Sayad.

From Iran — An Apology

Samuel Kelaita, Visitor General of the Church in Iran, regrets that
reports regarding the new church at Abadan were somewhat exaggerated
and inaccurate in details. He will give a full and correct report later.



New School
at Habbaniyeh

Assyrians always and every-
where have been devoted to the
cause of education. Schools, uni-
versities and colleges were con-
ducted in Beth Nahreen 4000 years
before Christ. That devotion has
never slackened.

All over the world, wherever
the church and the people go,
schools spring up. Herewith are
presented pictures of the day
school at Habbaniyeh.

Second Grade
Miss Mary Gabriel, teacher.

Fourth Grade
Miss Gladys Yacob, teacher.

First Grade
Miss Liza Aziz, teacher.

Third Grade
Shamasha Shem Mishael, teacher.

Fifth Grade
Miss Wardo Yona, teacher.



Sixth Grade
Miss Alice Ruwil, teacher.

Senior Girls Class
Miss Jenny David, teacher.

School at Habbaniyeh

In Habbaniyeh, the day school
formerly conducted by the Rev.
Kashisha Abdul-Akhad has been
taken over by a special commit-
tee formed for that purpose. A
fund is being raised to place the
school on a sound foundation. To
this sum this magazine LIGHT
FROM THE EAST is making a
substantial contribution. This
Council will forward to Habbaniyeh
any sums that may be given by
American Assyrians who desire
to help the children in Habbaniyeh
to obtain a first class educa-
tion.

The Patriarchal
Insignia

His Holiness, Mar Eshai Shimun
XXT1II, has adopted the insignia
here reproduced as the official
emblem of the Patriarchal See.

It shows the morning sun, em-
blematic of the East; the two
rivers of Beth Nahreen, Tigris
and Euphrates, rising in their re-
spective mountain chains and
flowing together at Baghdad; the
open Bible bearing the words
"Qamleh Maran" -- Our Lord has
risen;" -- in the Lord's language,
Aramaic.

Upon the open Bible is the Nes-
torian Cross, with the sacred
letters of the Name of God - Yudh
Hay - in the circle at the center.

At the top of the cross is a
triple crown, representing the
Trinity -- Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Around the edges of the
cross are nine small circles
representing the nine orders of
angles, and also the nine orders
of the sacred ministry. Above
the book appears The Crossed
Keys, symbolic of Christ's words
to Simon Peter - "unto Theelgive
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heav-
en."
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General Treasury

At the recent National Conven-
tion a resolution was adopted re-
quiring that every parish should
remit 30 per cent of its gross re-
ceipts of each year to a General
Treasury fund at the Patriarchate.

The Church at New Britain has
sent $234, representing the first
sum received for this purpose.
Congratulations to the congrega-
tion, the committee and the priest.

It is of great importance that
every parish should follow this
admirable lead. Money is re-
quired to carry onthe workof the
church, and there is no source
from which it can be obtained ex-
cept the parishes.

News from the Khabour

Severe winter weather in the
Khabour Valley caused some
damage to the fruit trees, but is
not believed to be serious. Crops
are abundant.

Illustrating the severity of the
cold, Yacob d+ Malik Ismail, chief
of the Upper Tyari, reports that
his son, Abijah, went out hunting
deer, and found a deer standing
still, unable to leap away. So the
young man captured the deer with
his bare hands, and brought it
triumphantly home.

Yonkers Honors
Rab Khaila and
The Lady Helen

In honor of Gen. David d! Beth
Mar Shimun and his daughter, the
Lady Helen, the Assyrian Nation-
al Federation gave a testimonial
dinner on May 6th at The Ramp,
220 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers, N.Y.

Three hundred guests attended,
including Congressman Ralph W.
Gwinn, Hon. Kristen Kristensen,
Mayor of Yonkers, and the Hon.
and Mrs. Ahmed Mehbod, consul-
general of Iran and his wife.

Officers in charge of the event
were Joseph J. Durna, president
of the Federation, Ronald Yonan,
secretary. Gen. David, command-
er in chief of the Assyrian sol-
diers in the World Wars, was ac-
corded full military honors by
the Assyrian-American Veterans
Association.

A beautiful wrist-watch, in-
scribed with his name and rank,
was presented to the Rab Khaila,
which he accepted with a grace-
ful speech..

News from India

Reports from the Church in
India are that money is steadily
being collected both from the Pa-
triarchal Pence Cans and for
subscriptions to LIGHT FROM
THE EAST. Progress is being
made in devising means whereby
these sums can be forwarded to
the Patriarchate, a process which
is hampered by the laws of ex-
change prevailing in the Middle
East. Instructions will be for-
warded before long from the
Patriarch regarding this vitally
important subject. .

News from New Britain

A son, Thomas, was born to
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Sargis of
Hartford on March 3.

A daughter, Deborah, was born
to Mr. and Mrs. Otto Bayram of
New Britain on March 21.



Doctrine of the Holy Apostolic and Catholic
Church of the East

Doctrine in this Church is based on the Nicean Creed of the Three
Hundred and Eighteen Fathers. This is recited at every service of pub-
lic worship.

The Church recognizes the first two General Councils, namely those
of Nicea and Constantinople, as well as all the recognized Fathers of
the Church of the period of these two Councils.

It rejects the Council of Ephesus, 431 A.D., maintaining that it was
not ecumenical, and that its proceedings were illegal and contrary to
the spirit and teaching of Christ. The Church within the Persian Em-
pire was not represented in this Council.

Among the most significant synods of the Church of the East were
those of the Patriarchs Mar Papa in 315 A.D., (prior to the Council of
Nicea) and that of Mar Dadishoo, in 425 A.D.

Doctrine of Christ

The Church of the East teaches that Jesus Christ was Perfect God
and Perfect Man. It acknowledges two Natures and two Q'numa in one
Person of the Son of God, -- one Authority. Qmmuma is an Aramaic
term whose nearest equivalent in the Western Tongues is the Greek
term "hypostasis", or the English word "substance” -- the underlying
essence of being.

The church condemns the use of the term "Yaldath Alaha" -- bearer
of God -- in referring to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and uses instead the
term Yaldath Mshikha -- bearer of Christ.

Sacraments

The Church holds seven sacraments, namely: Priesthood, Baptism,
Anointing, the Holy Eucharist (which is called Qurbana Qaddisha) Re-
mission of Sins, Holy Leaven, and the Sign of the Cross.

In making the sign of the cross, three fingers are joined represent-
ing the Holy Trinity. The worshiper first touches the mouth, saying
"Glory"; then the forehead "To the Father"; the breast "To the Son" the
right shoulder, first, then the left, saying "and the Holy Spirit."

Baptism is administered by immersion, usually forty days after birth.

It is accompanied by anointing with the sacred oil. Membership of
the church includes all baptized persons.

Auricular confession (in the presence of the priest alone) is recog-
nized, but not generally practised. Instead an individual absolution is
given when requested, or is necessary in certain cases. A general ab-
solution for remission of sins is given to the whole congregation, be-
fore the partaking of the Holy Communion.

Holy Communion is the sacrament by which, through faith, the true
Body and Blood of Christ are partaken, under the forms of bread and
wine. It is always received fasting, and is given to both clergy and
laity in both kinds.

The Blessed Virgin and the Saints are venerated. Prayers. are said
for the dead.

Images or icons are forbidden. A simple cross is the only object of
veneration permitted.

The Holy Leaven refersto the factthat a portion of the original Bread,
used by Christ at the Last Supper, was brought to the East by the Apos-
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tle Thaddeus (Mar Addai) and in every Holy Communion ever since the
bread used is made from meal continuous with that used in the first
Lord"s Supper.

The version of the Scriptures used isin the original Aramaic in which
the Gospel was first preached and written -- the form known as the
Peshitta version, or "Simple and True."

Aramaic Exhibit Opened at
Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts

Worcester's first Aramaic exhibit is now on display in the Language
Center at the Clark University Library. The exhibit was given to Clark
Library and Dr. J. Richard Reid, chairman of the Department of Ro-
mance Languages, by F. Emmanuel Hoyen, Jr. of 19 Preston Street for
display purposes.

The exhibit includes a numerous number of pamphlets and literature
on the Aramaic language. The following books were given to Clark
University by Dr. George M. Lamsa, noted ethnologist and authority on
the Aramaic language: Gospel Light, New Testament Origin, The New
Testament from Original Aramaic Sources, and the Short Koran, De-
signed for Easy Reading.

It is hoped that the various Christian communities throughout the
United States will bring about more of the same type of exhibitsto draw
more interest in the Lord's language.

The Assyrian-American Independent Club of Worcester sponsored
its Second Annual Spring Dance at Putnam Thurston Restaurant 19-27
Mechanic St., Worcester, Mass., Saturday May 13.

The executive board of the Assyrian National Federation composed
of representatives from the states where Assyrians reside, held its
meeting the same day.

Annual Meeting of Patriarchal Council

At the annual meeting of the Patriarchal Council, Inc., held on May
21 at the Patriarchate, four new members were presented and took the
oath; Epnuel Joseph, David Yadgar, Paul Joseph and Sam Gabriel. David
Yadgar was appointed chairman of a committee to plan for the shipment
of rugs and other commodities from the Middle East to be sold here, as
a means of obtaining payment for LIGHT FROM THE EAST subscrip-
tions.

An appeal was voted toall Assyrian Communities in the United States
to hold picnics, dinners or other means of raising money for the sup-
port of this magazine.

The Rev. Irwin St. John Tucker was reelected president, the Rev.
Saul Neesan vice-president, Narsay Serges secretary-treasurer of the
Council.

10



Organization. The organization of the Holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church of the East centers on the Patriarch. His authority is
supreme on faith and in all church matters.

The present Patriarch, Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, Catholicos Patriarch
CXIX, is now in this country and resides at 6346 N. Sheridan Road,
Chicago 40, Illinois.

Next in rank is Mar Khnanishoo, Metropolitan of Rustaga, who now
resides in Iraq. Then follow other Metropolitans and bishops, who to-
gether with the Metropolitan of Rustaga act as advisers tothe Patriarch
and as heads of the various commissions and congregations which have
charge of the church administration.

From the year 1350, by virtue of a law passed by the church, the
Patriarchate has been hereditory in Mar Shimun's family. As the
bishops do not marry, the succession goes from uncle to nephew. On
the death of the Patriarch, the bishops along with the chief Metropolitan
meet in council, and as a matter of legality a majority approval of the
successor to the Patriarchal See is necessary.

Orders of the church are nine: Patriarch, Metropolitan, Bishop,
Archdeacon, Korapiscopa, priest, deacon, subdeacon and reader. There
are also various orders of monasticism for both sexes. A priest may
marry either before or after ordination. If a widower, he can remarry.

The government of the church is democratic and the desire of the
congregation is taken into consideration in the appointment of officers
and parish priests. It is also hierarchical, for every priest mustbe
ordained by a bishop whose commission is traced to the apostles through
the apostolic succession of the bishops.

No bishop can be consecrated without the sanction of the Patriarch.

Assyria’s Harp of the Spirit
Wakens Again With New Songs

Assyria's poetry is one of the great lost treasures of the world. For-
gotten for ages, these masterpieces of song and praise arebeing brought
out of their long oblivion in the translations made by His Holiness, Mar
Eshai Shimun XXIII, and published in the new English version of the
Takhsa. Many others are awaiting translation, to gladden the hearts of
lovers of truth and beauty.

There is a striking quality about all these ancient hymns -- a quality
of vivid, quick-shifting life. They are like moving-pictures, showing
in rapid scenes the very life and movement of the events they portray.

This is notable in the hymns of Mar Aprim -- St. Ephraem the Syrian.
Take for example the Easter Hymn;

Aashin amme zmaraykun Make more mighty, O people,
your songs,

O-khus minne d'qitharayhun, And touch the strings of your
citherns,

o-yabbeo brqual shipuraykun, and make joyful with the sound of

) your trumpets;

d'gamleh Maran, shukha leh! Our Lord has risen, glory to Him!

Gudin gudin atinwo Ranks followed ranks,

Wo-khad gala zamrinwo, And in one voice they sang,

Eere o-mite d'quyminwo, The Watchers and the dead who
had been resurrected:

d'qamleh Maran, shukha leh! Our Lord is risen, glory to Himl
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This song has strong rhythm, strong rhyme, strong feeling. It is
the kind of hymns the early Christians sang, hymns that swept over
the world when the gospel was first preached. It was written about
the time of the first Ecumenical Council of the Church in Nicea, the
Council of the Three Hundred and Eighteen Fathers, who composed
our Creed.

That strong spirit of song which once breathed through Assyria's
Christians has not perished. From Marseille, where there is a colony
of Assyrians, comes a song written by Aram Zadeh, in the spirit of
those glorious old hymns. Even in English it reflects the melody and
resonance of the Lord's Language, in which the author undoubtedly
thought it first. It proves the power of that ancient Kinnara d'Rukha
is not dead. We can give only a few verses -- enough to prove the point.

Qyamta d' Athuraye

By Aram Zadeh

Light from the East,
Show our golden seat;
All there shall meet!

Nineveh bells loudly ringing,

Misery-nation weepingly singing,
Heaven's great blessing bringing
Forgetting past, without thinking.

Assyria's roads long and wide
History tells, without hide;
Her towers, fallen aside,

Still Nineveh's only pride.

Assyrian soldiers look divine,
Standing bravely in line,
Toasting together in blessed wine:

Heaven sends back its shrine!

Heaven indeed is sending back its shrine, and LIGHT FROM THE
EAST is proud if it can help to unveil againthe golden seat of the Mother
of Civilization --- Assyria.
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